A Grand Day Out.

On Saturday "8 July 201 the three ‘Oldies’ from the Maintenanearh took time out to travel on a steam
special arranged by Chiltern Railways from BankorgZhinnor, this was in celebration of the centgradrthe
Bicester cut-off. The weather was ideal, a sunrmy@doudless sky with a slight breeze. It was bikeda unique
opportunity to travel directly to Chinnor over agorary connection put in for the day only.

Our tickets for the journey.

Trevor & lan arrived at Warwick Parkway just in 8nto see the empty stock working pass through avittiest
Coast Railways class 47 on the front, Jim TippiB1U Group President) was driving, with DMU Group
members, Phil Alison and lan Baxter working as daar Trevor & lan took a scheduled Chiltern Clubman
service to Banbury, Brian H travelled down from Wahampton by Virgin & Cross Country trains, theeta
15 minutes late at Banbury !.

The Class 47 was shunted off the front of the spperid the GWR Pannier (in BR Black livery) No. 868as
watered in the sidings behind the main platformisilewwe awaited the special to move over to outf@iten
there was a succession of passenger and freightegthrough.
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An on-time departure from Banbury with 9600 puttimg good times on the journey to Bicester, usirg th
Down line as this was closed beyond Princes Riglgirdor maintenance work. To make up for the lathk
buffet car (due to train lengths), bottles of watere provided free of charge. At one point thes€l&7 passed
us on the main running line, at Bicester the locaswatered from a road tanker. On arrival at lBsnc
Risbourgh the Class 47 had been stabled in the Ibapkand after the steam loco crew had been jolyetthe
crew from the Chinnor Railway, 9600 was run rousaldy for the trip down the branch. The station aasass
of photographers, as had been most bridges orotite down from Banbury.

DMU Group member and Chiltern Senior Manager,
Baxter on guards duties at Princes Risborough.

The train set-off over the cross-over and by tleinelant signalbox onto the old Thame branch, afveut ¥4
mile we were stopped at the location of the trdelwisig, Network Rail staff had slewed the remaingsgtion

of the Thame branch over to join with the preser@®RR line, the train was then authorised the nuwer
this link, and after a short stop at the officialubdary between Network Rail and the CPRR, thentrai
proceeded onto the Chinnor branch, the first suokiensince the early 1980’s. All down the line therere
photographers and locals looking on at this special

Arrival at the tiny station of Chinnor, which onfigted about half of our train in to the platformust have been
some occasion as the station area thronged withokets. We left the train and retired to the butéat (for
homemade cakes),, 9600 was uncoupled and movedardrinto the yard, as there is no run-round loop at
Chinnor station. A class 37 was moved onto theclvtess and these were drawn forward into a sidin§096
returned to the station and was watered up.

Class 37 in Mid-line livery collecting the stock 9600 watering up at Chinnor



Due to construction work on a new housing develagmee could not walk down the yard to see the Ghin
Railway’s stock, so Trevor & Brian took a walk in@hinnor village, while lan took some photos andttdd
with some old contacts.

9600 was moved into the siding to collect the ceadind then these were drawn forward into thegolatfan
on-time departure was made for the trip up the dirdvack to Princes Risborough, where the CPRR te&w
us and 9600 was run-round the stock, ready for rtigaback to Bicester, the class 47 left aheadsofor
Banbury.

Class 47 in back loop at Princes Risborough 0®being checked over ready for return run

The trip to Bicester was again at a lively speed tie line side had many photographers taking pstand
videos. On arrival at Bicester there was a shoiteiling of a plate marking the centenary of thedsiter cut-
off by Adrian Shooter, chairman of Chiltern Railvgay

The departure from Bicester was delayed by a latming Chiltern service !, and the trip to Banbuvgs
punctuated with short signal stops to allow thelt€m train to arrive at Banbury ahead of us. AnBury the
Class 47 was shunted onto the front of the traadyefor the ECS run to Tyseley, Trevor & lan sweaghp
platforms to catch a Chiltern service back to WaknRarkway, Brian waited for a return Cross Coustgvice
to Wolverhampton.

The trip certainly lived up to all expectations,daa big thank you must go to all those involvedhwiihe
organisation for the day, Chiltern Railways, Wesia€t Railways, Chinnor & Princes Risborough Railway
Vintage Trains and Network Rail.
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